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                                                     Abstract  
 
  The world is waking up to the fact that China has been becoming a new economic 
superpower throughout the world.Since almost one and a half decades, China has transformed 
itself from a dormant, introspective giant into a dynamic powerhouse of major signifance to the 
world economy. It currently provides the mere major, rapidly growing economy in an otherwise 
recession-hit world. The strategic centre of gravity is also shifting towards China, which brings 
about fundamental changes in traditional balance-of-power relations. Meanwhile, China has 
emerged as the rising star in both political and economical terms. In ancient times, China was 
quite a strong country that its people became accustomed to thinking of their country as the 
Middle Kingdom or Zhongguo. By all standarts, it is indeed a nation of gigantic proportions and 
has, once again, become the  focus of world-wide attention due to its significant impact on the 
global economy and balance-of-power strategies. 
            As a Turkish citizen, I have decided to take Turkey as case study since Turkish 
perceptions on China have been rather interesting for me. Turkey and China, situated at opposing 
ends of Asia, but linked by the vast Eurasian area share a long past, cemented by turning of 
centuries and have influenced each other throughout history. To understand the Turkish 
perceptions better, I have studied Sino-Turkish history of mutual relations as ‘’past defines the 
future’’. I focused on economy and politics as I believe that these two can not be seperated from 
each other. Therefore, I have mainly examined Turkish perceptions through Turkey and China’s 
diplomatic and economic relations since it appeared to me that  mutual relations have been the 
most important factor that have shaped the Turkish perceptions. Meanwhile, interviews, columns, 
articles, books, newspapers, conferences, speeches have helped me to analyze the bilateral 
relations more specifically. I have observed that for Turkey; China is quite an important country 
to promote Turkey’s economic and political interests. The fact that China is  a member of the 
United Nations Security Council leads Turkey consider that China could support Turkey in quite 
a number of policies in international area. Another main reason for Turkey’s interest in China is; 
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        Nevertheless, Turkey has faced unexpected difficulties through its relations with China in 
last two decades mainly due to the different foreign policies that were followed by Turkey and 
China, growing trade deficit(unbalanced trade between Turkey and China), and the issue of 
Eastern Turkistan. However,all these difficulties have not changed Turkey’s main perceptions on 
China. My findings suggest that Turkey still regards China and China’s rise as a chance. Unlike 
some scholars, I personally assume that if Turkey and China could develop an appropriate policy 
to overcome the existing issues in a positive manner, it can be possible for Turkish-Chinese 
relations to reach to  the level of strategic partnership. Based on these considerations, I can  claim 
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                                             Introduction 
           There has not been much written either about Turkey-China relations or mutual 
perceptions. However, recently big changes have emerged as there are many symposiums, forums, 
panels, articles, columns and researches that focus on Sino-Turkish relations. I have decided to 
write my thesis about Turkish perceptions of China as I assume that impressive rise of both 
Turkey and China as powers on the regional and global level are of great importance in these 
changes. As known, today, China is the second largest economy in the world while Turkey is the 
sixteenth largest economy. Even though China’s rise has had some influence on me picking my 
topic, my way of explaining Turkish perceptions has not been necessarily related to China’s rise 
since I think there are various researches and papers that have focused on the specifics of the Rise 
of China. I instead followed a methodology that examines the diplomatic and economic relations 
during different periods. Through this methodology, it is more appropriate to comprehend the 
perspectives of the Turkish side in diplomatic and economic aspects. 
        To analyze the Turkish perceptions, I have chosen to look into historical relations as they 
can influence the present relations. In the first chapter, I will briefly mention that China and 
Turkey share a long past with intense relations. A host of intermarriages, cultural, political and 
economic exchanges have taken place between the Turkic and Chinese civilizations throughout 
the course of common history that has lasted more than 3000 years. The historic Silk Road goes 
all the way from Xian to Istanbul. Anatolia served as a gateway for exchanges between China, 
Europe and Middle East during that period. A rich variety of porcelain and other precious 
ornaments were presented as gifts by Chinese dynasties to the Ottoman Sultans (now in Topkapı 
Palace). 
        As my main focus has been the perceptions of Turkey on China since 1971, I will examine 
the diplomatic relations between both countries in my second chapter to point out that during 
different periods, Turkey has changed its perceptions on China in political terms. Modern Turkey 
and China established their diplomatic relations in 1971. That China is a permanent member of 
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to get political support from China on political issues. The relations between both countries since 
1971 have gone through different periods due to various reasons. It is difficult to say that China 
and Turkey had close relations in the 1970s. However, in the 1980s there were some important 
shifts in terms of world politics. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ankara changed its 
Central Asia policies. Nonetheless, it can be considered that in the 21th century there were a great 
number of high-level visits between Turkey and China which might prove that Turkey has 
regarded its relations with China as important and wanted to establish better relations with China. 
         The third chapter highlights Turkey and China’s economic relations to understand the 
Turkish perceptions in economic aspects. One of the major reasons for Turkey’s demand to 
improve its relations with China has been the economic opportunities that China could offer. 
Even though Turkey has been intensively trying to develop its economic relations with China, it 
has been seen that the bilateral trade has been developing to Turkey’s disadvantage. Unbalanced 
trade relations and fierce competition in textile exports between Turkey and China have caused 
uneasiness on the Turkish side. Yet, Turkey hasn’t perceived either China or China’s rise as a 
threat since Turkey has no intention or capacity to contain the rise of China. Instead, Turkey 
seeks opportunities to overcome the economic problems that it has with China. 
          The impact of Xinjiang on bilateral relations has been undeniable. In political field, 
Xinjiang still remains as a sensitive issue. Turkey constantly states its requests to Chinese 
authorities in favor of preserving political and cultural rights of the Uyghurs since Turkey wants 
the Uyghurs to have a cohesive role between China and Turkey as a friendship bridge. However, 
July 2009 incidents caused Turkey to have misperceptions of China. While Turkey wanted to 
improve its ties with China, it also needed to stand in solidarity with the Uyghurs, who are 
Turkey’s ethnic, linguistic and religious relatives. Thus, the fourth chapter not only analyzes the 
issue but also suggests a number of recommendations for Turkey to cope with the issue in 
reasonable ways. 
       In no shape or form this thesis has the objective to put a particular path of development 
above another, but rather to demonstrate that another way is always plausible. Books, articles, 
speeches, declarations given to international organizations will be the main ways to demonstrate 
that Turkish perceptions on China (since 1971) have mostly been quite positive regardless of the 
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between China and Turkey from time to time have got the shape of ‘’uncertainty and ambiguity 
‘’they have never fully lost their positive sides. Through what I have learnt so far, I can suggest 
that with the increasing growth of the Chinese power, China will have to develop and deepen its 
relations with Turkey. So at present, Turkey’s perceptions of China and the future between 
Turkey and China are of great importance, especially considering that China and Turkey share 


































HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SINO-TURKISH RELATIONS  
 
In order to understand Turkey’s perceptions of China, it is important to present the history of 
Sino-Turkish relations. 
1.1 Introduction 
Turkish-Chinese relations have been a comprehensive issue for many different research subjects. 
Therefore, I believe it is essential to mention the important parts of the past relations since they 
could  all enlighten my researches in the sense that past has always had its impact either in the 
present or in the future as in other words ‘’the past defines the future’’. 
In this chapter, I will explain the significant developments in  Turkish-Chinese history along with 
some basic concepts. I will also disguss Ottoman Empire and the Turkish Republic relations with 
China through its main points. At the end of the chapter I will explain  the developments that took 
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Turkey and the People's Republic of China that are located  in Asian continent , with deep-rooted 
history and culture are two important states. In history, before Turks migrated to Central Asia, 
Turks and Chinese went through  intense mutual contacts which not only I but also other 
nationalities today find quite interesting. The close relations between the Turks and Chinese 
lasted  between  China's Han Dynasty ( 209 BC - AD 220 ) and the first Turkish state of the Hun 
Empire. During China’s  historically  most successful and stable period which was during the 
Tang Dynasty ( 618-907), Gokturks  in the northern regions established close relations with the 
Chinese. The historical "Silk Road" was built during this period. "Silk Road" not only made the 
Turks and Chinese trade with each other but also built some social and cultural ties.1  
In the history of Sino-Turkish relations, there is another important point  that is worth mentioning. 
In Turkey, Great Wall of China (Great Wall) which is the world’s longest man-made wall is 
believed to have  been built to defend the Chinese against the Turks. Turkish people nowadays 
still mention it proudly. What Turkish people believe might be partially true in some points as 
Turks and The Chinese were aiming to be big powers and have big populations in the region.2 
It is  known that the Great Wall of China was built with high stone walls  to  protect the northern 
borders of the Chinese Empire between BC 5-17th century. Some parts of the Great Wall were 
built in different eras. The most famous part of it was made during Qin Shi Huang’s period and it 
is called as ‘’Badaling’’.3 
The Great Wall of China that has been in process for nearly two hundred years has been mostly 
used for protection. I unlike most of the Turks, personally believe that it is more logical to 
emphasize the importance of "historic ties of friendship", "close relations" and "Silk Road" 
elements. 
1.3. Ottoman Empire Period  
 
                                                             
1 Dışişleri Bakanlığı, “Çin Halk Cumhuriyeti”, 17 Şubat 2007 
http://www.mfa.gov.tr/MFA_tr/DisPolitika/Bolgeler/DoguAsyavePasifik/CHC/CHC.htm 
2 Wolfram Eberhard “Çin Tarihi”, Ankara, Türk Tarih Kurumu Basımevi, 1995, ss. 93-123 ve ss. 194- 
214.  
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 While considering the relations of the Ottomans with the Chinese, it could be mentioned that due 
to the geographical, technological conditions and regional priorities, mutual relations between the 
Ottoman Empire and the Chinese Empire could not develop. This is also quite related to the fact 
that political and strategic priorities of the Ottoman Empire were Balkans, Central Europe, and 
Middle East and North Africa regions. 
Western states, on the other hand, established tight connections with the Far East through 
geographical discoveries and trade routes while they were increasing their regional powers and 
influence   which could also be seen by the successful relations today. 
Between the 16th and 18th century, Ottomans could not mainly focus on their relations with China, 
since The Ottoman Empire had its own problems within the country. As political priorities of the 
Ottoman Empire were different, Ottoman Empire unintentionally stayed distant. When the 
Ottoman Empire Foreign Ministry was established, it was realized that until the year 1836, many 
apostles were sent abroad for various duties. However, there was no one that was sent to Chinese 
Empire for any permanent mission as ambassador. 4 
However, China and Ottoman Empire were still having relations on a certain level. In this period, 
Sultan Suleyman, The Magnificent made some contacts between the Ottoman and Chinese 
Empire. He sent his delegation to China for five times within different periods.5 
While examining the trade and cultural ties between Ottoman Empire and China, it could be seen 
that ‘’Silk Road ‘’ is the most important tie that the Ottoman Empire and China had. The concept 
‘’Silk Road’’ was first used by the German geographer Ferdinand von Richthofen in 1877. As 
known, it consists of 8,000 kilometers and the center of the Silk Road today is in the central 
regions of the PRC, Xi'an (formerly Chang'an). Silk Road in Central Asia extends from Xian, to 
the Mediterranean through Anatolia. Between  1215-1360 the Mongol empire spread to Asia via 
the Karakoram region through Silk Road. Besides, printing technology, inventions such as 
                                                             
4 Kemal Girgin “Osmanlı ve Cumhuriyet Tarihi Hariciye Tarihimiz (Teşkilat ve Protokol)’’, 
Ankara, Türk Tarih Kurumu Basımevi, 1992, ss. 79-91. 
5 Namık Sinan Turan, “19. Yüzyıl Osmanlı-Uzakdoğu İlişkilerine Dair Gözlemler” D. Ü. Arıboğan 
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gunpowder and the compass could access to Europe via Silk Road. By the collapse of the Mongol 
Empire, the Silk Road on the 15th century lost its role in economic and cultural terms. 6 
It is known that there were a few missionaries that visited China during the Ottoman Empire in 
different periods for purposes such as trade and missionary.7 I will discuss Sultan Abdulhamid’s 
policies with detailes in the following pages. 
Sultan Abdulhamid, in order to make caliphate policy active outside of the country, took 
advantage of the conflicts that were going on between major powers while he also wanted to get 
the support of Muslim communities. To control the public opinion, he also assigned a private 
staff.8 It is interesting that among these officers there were some religious men. Bursa Hafiz 
Hasan Efendi and Hafız Ali Rıza did Islam studies in China. Therefore, Beijing University of 
Hamidian can be stated as one of institutions at which Islamic studies were done during that 
period.9 
 Despite the mutual interests, the relations between the Ottomans and the Chinese could not 
develop due to the World War I that Ottoman Empire took part in 1914. Thus, World War I 
caused stagnation in Ottoman-Chinese relations. 10 
In addition to all the information I have given above, it is essential to mention the historical 
wealth as there is a variety of historical recourses related to it. In this context, the Topkapi Palace 
collections reflect the interaction of both countries. Chinese porcelain collection that consists of 
10358 parts is known to be the largest porcelain collection outside of China. Different types of 
Chinese porcelain were used for exporting goods. For Islamic countries such as Ottoman Empire 
they were used as dishes and tableware according to their sizes. In the collection, there is also a 
number of large plates, bowls, cups, basins and ewers, decanters, flasks. During the official 
dinners in the palace, the green Chinese porcelains were used as they were the favorite of most of 
the sultans.11 
                                                             
6 “Silk Road”. Wikipedia. 17 Şubat 2007. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_road 
7 Turan, “19. Yüzyıl...”,p. 65. 
8 Turan, “19. Yüzyıl...”, p. 69. 
9 Turan, “19. Yüzyıl...”, p. 70. 
10 Turan, “19. Yüzyıl...”, p. 71. 
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I suppose that all those materials that were used in Ottoman palaces can prove that the Ottomans 
and the Chinese were having bilateral trade interactions and the Ottomans were supplying goods 
from China which can confirm the level of the relationship. 
On the other hand, one of the main reasons that Ottoman Empire could not establish a successful 
diplomacy for China until the 19th century is that China, just like Japan was following an 
isolationist foreign policy. However, China later on changed its isolationist policy as the level of 
interaction between China and foreign countries increased. 12 
 China, in 1839 and 1856 went through the Opium Wars with Great Britain. China in 1842 was 
forced to make preferential trade with Britain and Hong Kong was handed to British 
administration. 13 Furthermore, in 1894 Chinese-Japanese war occurred and due to the victory of 
Japan, in 1895 Taiwanese administration was handed to the Japanese. 14 
 
1.4. Republic of Turkey Period  
 
 Reflections of the Turkish revolution in China have been positive. China which was regarded as 
the sick man of Far East (Ottoman Empire was regarded as the sick man of the East) followed the 
developments in Turkey quite carefully. In the 1930s, when China was resisting against the 
Japanese invasions, Turkey’s strategies during Independence War through the leadership of 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk were closely examined and applied by Chinese Communists and 
Nationalists. On the other hand, a diplomatic meeting that was held on September 27, 1932 
between the President Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the U.S. Army Chief of Staff General Douglas 
MacArthur about the world political situation reveals that the developments in the Far East and 
China were closely followed by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Ataturk claimed that in Europe if a war 
happened to occur, the main winners would not be UK, France or Germany but Bolshevism. He 
said that he (Turkey) as the nearest neighbour of Russia was following the entire situation closely. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
30DA1EDD 
12 Turan, “19. Yüzyıl...”, p. 65 
13 Geoffrey Parker ‘‘The Times Compact Atlas of World History’’, London, Times Books, 1995, p. 
112. 
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